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ELECTION 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This Election is responsive to the restriction requirement mailed March 24, 
2005, for which a shortened statutory period for response of thirty (30) days was set, 
making this election due by April 24, 2005. This Election is believed to be timely 
filed and that no fees are due. In the event the Office determines that fees are due 
in association with the filing of this Election, the Office is hereby authorized to deduct 
said fees from Deposit Account No. 03-1620. 
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The restriction mailed March 24, 2005 (the "Office Action"), alleged that the 
captioned application contains the following inventions, referred to herein as 
Inventions Ml. 

I. Claims 1-8, drawn to a method classified in class 48, subclass 198.7; and 

II. Claims 9-21 , drawn to an apparatus classified in class 422, subclass 211. 

Election With Traverse 

Applicants hereby elect claims 9-21 , identified by the Office as Invention II, for 
examination in the captioned application. Applicants' election is made with traverse 
for the reasons that follow. 

Inventions I and II 

It is alleged by the Office that Inventions I and II are related as process and 
apparatus for its practice, but are distinct because the apparatus as claimed can be 
used to practice another and materially different process. Specifically, the Office 
Action states that, 

"the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially 
different process, such as for production of synthesis gas." 

Applicants maintain, however, that the apparatus and methods of the present 
invention are so closely related that the claimed methods will include those methods 
that may be practiced by the claimed apparatus. A brief review of the elements of 
the claimed apparatus, as exemplified by claim 9, and the claimed method, as 
exemplified by claim 1 , is illustrative. Specifically, the apparatus of claim 9 
comprises (1) a catalyst bed containing an oxidation catalyst, (2) a porous tube 
positioned substantially within the catalyst bed for distributing an oxygen-containing 
stream throughout the catalyst bed, and (3) a cooling jacket for maintaining the 
reactor operating temperature in a desired range. Similarly, the method of claim 1 
comprises (1) providing a reactor having a catalyst bed containing an oxidation 
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catalyst, (2) distributing an oxygen-containing stream throughout the catalyst bed 
and (3) maintaining the reactor operating temperature in a desired range. To the 
extent that the apparatus as claimed could be used to produce synthesis gas, such a 
process would not constitute a materially different process from the methods recited 
in claim 1. 

Inventions I and II are not distinct for the reasons cited by the Office. 
Reconsideration of the restriction requirement with regard to Inventions I and II is 
respectfully requested. 



Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the restriction requirement 
with respect to the Inventions I and II based on the traversal contained herein. This 
is believed to be a full and complete response to the outstanding Restriction mailed 
March 24, 2005. The present application is believed to be in condition for allowance 
If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that personal communication will expedite 
prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned 
at the number provided. 

Prompt and favorable consideration of the captioned application is 
respectfully requested. 



April 20, 2005 

Chevron Services Company 
1500 Louisiana, Ste 36078B 
Houston, Texas 77002 
(832) 854 6387 (voice) 
(832) 854 6495 (fax) 



Je * * * * 



Respectfully submitted, 




Frank C. Turner 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 39,863 



